BRITISH SHIPPING
against a hostile air attack on a convoy of merchant
vessels.
In a future war there is another factor which would
definitely increase Great Britain's shipping difficulties.
Since 1914 the population of the British Isles has
increased quite considerably, and this, taken together
with higher standards of living, has led to a considerable
increase in import requirements.
In considering the amount of tonnage required for
imports we must consider not their value alone, but
their weight and their bulk. Unfortunately there are
no reliable statistics available on the point, but the
Liverpool Association of Shippers publishes an annual
estimate from which we can see the general trend of
development. According to these figures the total
weight of British imports in 1913 was 56 million tons,
but by 1937 it had increased to no less than 75-3 million
tons. If we assume, just for the purposes of com-
parison for the moment, that each ton of weight
demands an equal quantity of hold-room, then that
would mean that the hold-room necessary for British
imports to-day must be more than one-third greater
than it need have been in 1913.
The question, of course, immediately arises, how
far present-day British imports consist of luxury goods
which might be dispensed with at need ? During the
World War the weight of imports was decreased from
56 million tons in 1913 to 34 million tons in 1917.
The decrease was not made voluntarily, but at least it
was made without Great Britain suffering collapse in
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